A

LETTER

From the

Revd Mr. Sergeant

Of Stockbridge,

Dr. Colman

Of BosTon;

Containing Mr. Sergeant’s Propofal of a more effeffual
Meikod for the Education of Indian Children ; to
raife ’em if poflible into a ¢ivil and induftrious Peo-
ple ; by introducing the Englifb Language among
them ; and thereby inftil/ing into their Minds and
Hearts, with a more lafting Impreffion, the Prin-
ciples of Virtue and Piety.

Made pudlick by Dr. CoLmax at the Defire of Mr. SEr-
GEANT, with fome general Account of what the Rev.
Mr. Isaac HoLris of----has already done for the
Sons of this Indian Tribe of Houffatannoc, now
ereted into a Town/bip by the Generar Courr,
and called Stockéridge.

Job xxix. 16. I was a Father to the Poor.
Pfal. cii. 15, 18. 8o the Heathen fball fear the Name of
the Lorp, and the People to be created, fball praife him.

BOSTON, Printed by Rocers and FowLg, for
D. Hencaman in Cornhill. 1743
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Mr. Sergeant's Letter

TO

Dr. Colman.

Stockbridge, Auguft 1. 1743-

Reverend Sir,

pas g/"@'{;‘@ Now fend you a general and rough
;‘(3?5%3 @22 Draught of that Defign for the Educa-

&‘3 1 ?;gﬁ')@ tion of Indian Children, which 1 have
SRR fome Times formerly hinted to you,
%m@:ﬁ #» that I had formed in my Mind, with a
' Defire, that you would communicate it
to the World in as publick a Manner, as poflible,
and with fuch Recommendations, as you may think
proper.

What I propofe therefore in general is to take fuch
a Method in the Education of our Indian Children, as
fhall in the moft effe¢tual Manner change their whole
Habit of thinking and a&ing; and raife them, as
far as poffible, into the Condition of a civil induftri-
ous and polifh’d People ; while at the fame Time the
Principles of Vertue and Picty fhall be carefully in-
ftilled into their Minds in a Way, that will make the
moft lafting Impreffion j and withal to introduce the
Englifb Language among them inftead of their own
imperfect and barbarous Dialed.

-
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And to accomplifh this Defign, I propofe to pro-
cure an Accommodation of about 200 Acres of Zand
in this Place, (which may be had without any Coft
of the Indian Proprietors) and to erect an Houfe on
it, fuch as fhall be thought convenient for a Begin-
ning ; and in it to maintain a Number of Children
and Youth (not under fen, nor above fwenty Years of
Age ;) and to have them under the Direétion, Care
and Tuition of two Maflers, one to take the Over-
fight of them in their Hours of Labour, and the o-
ther in their Hours of Ssudy ; and to have their Time
fo divided between Study and Labour as to make one
the Diverfion of the other, that as little Time as pof-
fible may be loft in Idlenefs. It will, I think, be ne-
ceflary, there thould be two Matfters for this Purpofe,
becaufe it would be too tedious a Task for one. I
propofe that the Fruit of their Zabour fhall go to
their own Maintenance and to carrying on the general
Defign ; except perhaps fome particular Premiums
out of the Profits of their Labour, if it can be affor-
ded, to encourage Indufiry. 1 propofe alfo to have a
Stock of Cartle, &c. maintained on the Place for the
fame Purpofe.

I purpofe to take into the Number, upon certain
Conditions, from among any of the Trides of Indians
round about ; that by #eir Means, under the Blefling
of God, the Principles of Vertue and Chriftian Know.
ledge may be fpread as far as poflible ; which, per-
haps, in a Courfe of Years may, by the Grace of God,
open the Way for the Propagation of Chriftianity to
the remoteft Trides.

To lay the Foundation, and to Jupport {o great a
Defign as this, will without Doubt, coft a great Deal
of Money ; the Supply of which depends altogether
upon the Smiles of dipine Providence, and the Chari-
Zy of good People, who may think it proper to fa-
vour 1t,

The
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The Need of fome fuch Defign as this, is very ob-
vious to all that are in any Meafure acquainted with
the Difpofition and State of the Indians in America.
It is well known, that Vertue and Piety make but a
flow Progrefs among them in the Methods that have
hitherto been ufed to promote thefe Ends. Nor can
I think of any Thing fo /ikely, as what is here pro-
pofed, in human Probability, to 7o0f out their viclous
Habits, and to change their whole Way of Living.
I hope therefore the apparent Goodnefs of this De-
fign, will recommend it to all charitably difpofed Per-
fons, who would gladly homour God with their Sub-
flance 3 and that it will approve itfelf to and be
promoted by Perfons of all Parties ; fince it is a De-
fign gemerous in its Intention, and calculated for the
common Good of a very miferable and degenerare Part
of our Race, and has no Party-View in it at all. I

“perfwade myfelf therefore that all thofe who are con-
cerned for the Glory of our common MaxgEer, and
the Father of the Spirits of all Flefb, and for the Ho-
noutr of our common SAVIOUR, to whom fhe Hea-
then are given for his Inkeritance, and the utmofl Ends
of the Earch for his Poffeffion, or that are only in-
fpired with the generous Sentiments of Compa/ffion fo
the miferable, will unite in promoting the Defign here
propofed.

If ProviDENCE encourage and fucceed this De-
fign, and a Fund fuflicient to carry it on, can be pro-
cured, I purpofe to enlarge the Foundation, {o as to
take in Girls, as well as Boys, to be educated in a Man-
ner fuitable to the Condition of their Sex ; for I
think the Cultivation of otk the Sexes has a natural
Tendency to improve each other more eafily and
{uccefsfully.

T defign the Difcipline to be ufed with them fhall
be as {tri& as thofe will bear, who know nothing like
Government among themfelves, and have an Averfion

to every Thing that refirains their Liberty.
I
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I know it is apt to be fufpedfed in fuch Defigns,
pretended to be for the publick Good, that there is
fome Self-Intereft at Bottom, which is the Spring of the
Motion. If the World fufped any Thing of this Sort
in the prefent Projection, as fome no Doubt will ; and
the rather perhaps, becaufe it has been amufed with Pro-
je@ions of this Kind, which have appeared to many
meer perfonal and [elfifb, or, at beft only Party De-
figns, I know not how to give any further Safisfadfi-
on for the prefent, than to declare folemnly that I have
no other Aim, than the Gocd of the Indians, and that
I have no Expe&ation of any perfonal Benefit at all,
more than the meer Satisfaction of being inflrumental,
under Gob, of doing them fo great a Kindnefs, and
rendering them a more happy Society by cultivating
Humanity and Vertue among them.

That the Indians, in general, are a People difficuir
to be reformed from their own foolifh, barbarous, and
wicked Cuftoms, the Unfuccefsfulnefs of Attempts up-
on them for this Purpofe is a melancholy Proof, which
though it may appear difcouraging in further Endea-
vours ; yet, I think, to a generous Mind it thould
rather be improved as an Argument to form and exe-
cute new Proje@ions for this Purpofe. And indeed
perhaps the Negled of promoting Indufiry among them
is the chief moral Reafon of {o little being done to
Purpofe in forming their Manners. And therefore,
I hope the Want of wift’d for Succefs in other At-
tempts will be #o Objedion with any that defire to be
Benefadors to Mankind, againft contributing their Part
to this, which, I think, has fo apparent Tendency to
promote Induflry and Humanity among a barbarous
People. But tho’ I think the Defign here propofed
has the probable Appearance of proving fuccefsful,
yet I do not flatter my felf with any Romantick Ex-
pectations of accomplithing a// the Ends propofed at
once ; nor is it to be expeded in the ordinary Courfe
of Things but that a great Deal of Coff and Pains

with
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with Refped to many particular Perfons will be Jof,

This is what happens of Courfe in all Defigns of this
Nature : And yet, it is to be hoped, fome Good will
be done: Nor will the Benefactors loofe their Re-
ward with God, though the Defign thould not be
crowned with all the happy Swecefs might be wifhed
and hoped for. The meer Sufpicion, that the Defign
in the Fyvenr will prove unfuccefsful, ought not, I think,
to difcourage the Attempt. How many are there, that
fruflrate the very Grace of God itfelf? How many
with Refpe@ to whom Chriff has died in vain ?
And yet (to fpeak after the Manner of Men) #iis
was no Hindrance to his laying down Zis Life for Sin-
ners. He indeed has obtain’d all the Recompence
in the Salvation of Souls, which he had in his Eye ;
and GOD all the Glory of his benevolent Purpofes. He
Jees the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul, and is fatis-
Jied. Nor will any Benefalfors here loofe the Praife and
Reward of their gracious Intention and Endeavours.
(See Ifa. xlix. 1,—6.)

It may perhaps with fome be an Oéjeffion againtt
attempting any Thing of this Sort, that the Indians
are a bafe, ungrateful People, infenfible of Kindnefles
done them. To this I reply, that though it be true,
that this is the bafe, ungrateful Temper of Indians,
yet I think it is rather an Argument in Favour of a Pro-
jecion calculated to promote Humanity among them,
than otherwife : For the Obje@ion fuppofes them
to be greatly debafed, and {liews the Need there is of
cultivating a Soil fo barren, or rather a Soil fo over-
run with hateful Weeds, and pricking Thorns. But
whatever Weight £his Objection might have with o-
thers, certainly it ought to have none with a Chriftian,
who is commanded to imitate the Beneficence of his
HEAVENLY FATHER, who does Good to the Evil and
Unthankful. Had this Confideration {way’d the

. Mind
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Mind of our blefled Saviour, would he ever have
thed his Blood for thofe, who purfued his Life to
Death ? Nor did Gob refufe to diffinguifb the Ifra-
elites with his peculiar Favours from all the Families of
the Earth, becaufe they were an ungrateful fiff-necked
and rebellious Houfe.

I would ot have it thought from what 1 have
written above, that all that has been done here, to
introduce Chriftianity and good Manners has proved
altogether in vain ; for, through the Grace of Gob,
fome good Effects have attended our Labours here :
And, the Indians feem now well prepared for the Ex-
ecution of what I have here propofed ; which their
Fealoufy would have been an effe¢tual Hindrance to
a few Years ago.

T thall be glad of the Thoughts of candid and inge-
nious Gentlemen communicated to me for the Improve-
ment of the Defign here propofed : And fhall be
ready to anfwer any Queries that may be made in Re-
lation to it.

Thus, Sir, you have what I defire may be commu-
nicated to the publick from me. It will be well perhaps
that you thould preface this with fome general Account
of what Mr. Hollis has done, and what he expeded
from this Country in Profecution of his Defign ; which
was what fuggefted to me the Defign propofed above.
Some Gentlemen {eem to be of Opinion, that this is
not an happy Time to {et {fuch a Defign on Foot ;
which for ought I know is true ; but I do not think
it beft to pofipome it on that Account. For who
knows when we fhall have a Zetter Time ? It
is poflible it may be worfe. Nor would I' with to have
your &leffed MasTER take you from us, “till you have
help’d in laying this Foundation alfo for the Increale of
Glory to his Name by promoting this Scheme, on which
I confels my Heart is much {fet, and which will ( I
hope) profper the better for your countenancing it.

‘ I
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T thank you for your kind Letter, and for the Pamph-

lets that accompanied it, and am,
with great Honour and Reverence
your moft obliged

humble Servant

Fohn Sergeant.

Hadley, Auguft g.

P.S. As 1 have tho’t it neceffary there fhould be fome
Perfons propofed to receive and difburfe the Monies,
that may be collected for the Purpofe above, I have
thought of the Hon. Col. Stoddard, and Col. Porter,
the Rev. Mr. Edwards of Northampton, Major Wil-
liams, and Col. Oliver Partridge for this Purpofe ;
with whom I have converfed on the Affair, and have
their Confent to be propofed as Perfons willing to take
this Trouble on them. Which you may, if you
pleafe, fignify to the World.

¥ 8.

B Dr.
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Dr. Colmar’s Return

in Compliance with Mr. Sergeant’s
Requeft.

Bofton, Auguft 22. 1743.

%}:\}%T having pleas’d my Rev. Brother thus
..’i,%s 23 openly to addrefs and oblige me, I do moft

el
= L BED willingly publifh his Zetter : And if my
%%52;5%3% Name and Hand can ferve in any Meafure
: to promote the kappy Foundation which
his Heart is fet on, (I humbly hope under fome {pe-
cial Tnfluence from above) I give them with all my
Heart; with Thankfgiving to GOD who many Years
ago was pleas’d to incline my Honour’d Friend and
Rev. Brother Mr. Isaac Hovrvis ( then of London )
into thofe Bounties to us, which are now iffuing in
THIS ProrosaL of a Boarpinc-ScrooL for the
more effedtual Inflrudion and Education of the Indian
Children in the Weflern Borders of our PROVINCE.

It was about the Year 1731,2 that Mr. Ifaac Hollis,
(Nephew to Thomas Hollis, E{q; the great Benefactor
to Harvard College, and foon after his pious Uncle’s
Deceafe) fent me a zundred Pounds Sterling, with his
particular Direiions how to diftribute and lay it out ;
adding, ““ that he had feen many of my Letters to
his Uncle and his to me, which now /ed him into his
Writing to me and this his Gift to us.

In the Year 1734, when he had feen the printed
Account of the Ordination of Meflieurs Parker,
Hinfdel
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Hinfdel and Secombe, and their Miffion to the Indian
Tribes on the Eaflern and Weflern Borders of New-
England 3 Mr. Hollis then earneftly made me a moft
generous Offer of twenty Pounds Sterling per dnnum,
for Ever, for the Support of a fourth Miffionary ; but
in Faithfulnefs T advis’d againft fuch a Difpofition of
his Money ; and as earncftly propofed to him the
Application of it for the Support of a Miffionary thro’
the wide Spread of the deffitute Settlements 1 had heard
of in the Province of New-Ferfey ; but he did not
approve of my Advice.

Within two Years after this I heard of a very pro-
mifing Door opening for the Gofpel among the Indian
Tyibe at Hoffatonnoc, and that a Perfon of Mr. Ser-
geant’s Charadfer for Piety and Learning, {then One
of the Tutors in Yale College in Connecticut) was wil-
ling to quit his Fellowfbip and the Profpects he rea-
fonably might have of one of the ¢ff Settlements our
Country could afford him, in any of our vacant Chur-
ches ; and to devote himfelf to the Glory of Carist
in the Service of the Souls of thofe poor Heathen
Families ; Whereupon 1 immediately let Mr. Hovt1s
know, that now I could freely and earneftly advife
him to fix his fwenty Pounds Sterling per An. for
the Support of this Mi/fion :

In Anfwer to this Motion, Novemb. 19. 1736, 1
receiv’d from Mr. Hollis his Bill on Col. #endel to
pay 56 /. Sterl. for the Education of sweloe Indian
Boys at Hoffatonnoc, under the Care of the Rev. Mr.
Sergeant 3 and Aug. 15. 1738. 1 had a fecond Order
from him for 343 /. our Money ; and again May
17. 1740. a third Order for 447/ 9 s.¢ ( Etrors
excepted. ) '

Upon this gracious Call, and bountiful Direction of
Divine Providence, Mr. Sergeant has been laying out
himfelf gladly from Year to Year, in the Strength
of GOD, in the Truft committed to him, with
Caution, Care and Diligence, according to the Mea-

B2 fure
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fure of Wifdom given him from on High; whence
every good and perfet Gift comes down, both the
Heart and Opportunity for the doing Geod.
On the Sixth of May 1743. Mr. Sergeant cover'd
to me a Leffer to be forwarded to the Rev. Mr.
Hollis, giving him a particular Account, of the laying
“ out his Moneys for the Maintenance of kis Boys;
“ and of the Methods he had ufed for the cultivating
“ Humanity, and introducing the Englifb Tongue and
Manners amony them, and for their Proficiency in
Knowledge, Virtue and Fiefy ; by which Means
¢ through the Blefling of GOD, feveral of them are
“ affe@ed with a Senfe and Relifb of Divine Things;
“ and One of them in particular has made extraordi-
nary Progrefs in his Learning, and appears truly
pious, and has been fingularly ferviceable to him,
affiffing him in his Traenflations Expofitions and
Applications of the Scripture ; and alfo very
helpful among the young Indiens in a general reli-
gious Concern that has of late prevailed among
them. Mr. Sergeant adds, “ that this young In-
dian 1s already well qualified to keep School among
his Countrymen ; and within a few Years will pro-
“ bably be fit to be a Preacher of the Gofpel to them.
“ Two or three other of his Boys, Mr. Sergeant
‘ fays, are ferviceable in improviug the reff of the
“ Indians in Knowledge and Virtue ; and he adds,
—* that it had been a comtinued Series of unwearied
“ Kindnefs to the Indians, that had at length intively
“ overcome their Fealoufies and Sufpicions ; and gain’d
an almoft univerfal Difpofition in them to receive
“ Inftruétion.
He then inform’d Mr. Hollis, “ that he has had
in his Mind, for fome Years, to {et up a free board-
“ ing School for the Education of Indian Children,
“in which he propofes that they be brought
up to Labour as well as Learning and the Exer-
cifes of Devotion ; with which Propofal the Indians
“ feem

-
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“ feem to be mightily taken ; being fenfible of their
“ Folly in their being formerly fo dackward to im-
“ prove the Advantages put into their Hand.
Upon all Mr. Sergeant adds his “ Prayer, that Al-
mighty Power may effe® the merciful Purpofe of
Sovereign Grace among them ! — and then con-
cludes with a free and noble Declaration to Mr.
“ Hollis in the following Words,
“ Sir, As to your making any Allowance io Me,
for my Care and Trouble, of which you fpeak in
your very obliging Lester to me, 1 neither a/k
nor defire it, and I beg of you not to #hink of it ;
for I thould indeed be gfbamed to accept any thing
of you (though my ftated Allowance is not large)
but your Interceffions at the Throne of Grace for
me, of which I ftand in great Need. —“ We can
never be rhankful enough to You, under GOD,
for having put it in our Power fo do fo much to
promote our general Defign. Through your Li-
“ peralities Thank(givings abound to GOD, who 1 am
fure will reward your Charity ; and 1 doubt not
but Generations to come will blefs your Name, and
you will find your Reward in Efernity, ———

Fokn Sergeant.
I was fo charm’d with the Spirit and. Contents of
this Letter, that I took a Copy of it before 1 feal’d
it up and forwarded it to Mr. Hollis : And not only
fo, but 0/d as I am, and unapt now to #ranferibe, yet
1 wrote feveral Copies, and fent one to an Honoura-
ble Member of the Corporation at London, who have
the Diftribution of the Indian Fund ; another to the
worthy Secretary of their Honourable Commiffioners
here at Boflonr ; and yet a third to a Rev. Minifler in
Scotland, if he fees good to communicate it to the
Secretary of the Honourable Society for propagating
Chriftian Knowledge at Edinburgh ; and after all I
publith’d it in the Weekly Chriftian Hiflory at Boflon,
No. 19. So that I have in a Manner prevented, and

abundantly
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prefacing and recommending his
pofal.. And T can truly add, that I {I
felf honour’d by GOD in my advanced A
finifb my Courfe of Services to m
Churches of CHRIST here, by : ring Now un-
der my dear younger Brother, in this his fervent Je-
voting his Life and Powers to the Glory of GOD in
the Salvation of the Heathen.

I even dare therefore to recommend Him and his
propofed Boarding-School, not only to the pious and
Charitable among our {elves, nor only to thofe of
the Denomination of New-England in our Nation
and Provinces ; but alfo ( might it not be thought
prefumptuous ) even to the moft Honourable Socik-
TIES for propagating the Gofpel and of Chriftian Know-
ledge in London and Edinburgh ; for their generous
Affiffances to a Projedion truly Catholic, and without
refpect of Parties ; which I hope the Diving Pro-
VIDENCE may be laying by the Hands of Ais Ser-
vants, Mr. Hollis and Mr. Sergeant, in this obfcure
Corner of our Province at Stockbridge, alias Hoffaton-
noc, for a more effeitual Entrance among the Indians
than we have yet feen.

But there are fwo or three Things more, that I
find my {felf odliged to hint at, before I conclude
the prefent Writing.

One is (as Mr. Sergeant requefts of me in his Let-
ter ) to intimate to the Public Mr. Hollis his Expeda-
tions from Us here in New-England. And indeed in
feveral of his Letters to me he has wrote with fome
Difcouragement of Spirit on this Head ; « Why #7%,
“ a People of fuch Name for Religion, do not ex-
“ ert our felves more in Profecution of like Efays
“ for a more effectual gofpelizing the Heathen round
“ about us ? And now that He has advanc’d as he

“ has

A16
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Age, if I may
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“ has done for the Education of a Number at Hoffa-
“ tomnoc 3 he hears of none of our rich Men falling
“ in with their 4/fiffances.

This has been Matter of Stumbling to him, and 1
with the Block may be now removed by the Contri-
butions of many to the School propofed : which may
be an Odour of a [weet Smell, a Sacrifice accepiable
and pleafing to GOD.

Another Thing fuggefted by Mr. Sergeant, and a
moft wife and neceffary one in the prefent Cafe, is—
“ his taking in Girls as well as Boys, if Providence
¢ fucceed the Defign, and a Fund fufficient to car-
“ ry it on can be procured : 1 muft needs add on
this Head, that this Propofal is a Matter of abfolute
Neceffiry, wherein we are not left at Liberty either
as Men or Chriftians ; for there cannot be a Propagati-
on of Religion among any People without an equal Re-
gard to both Sexes 3 not only becaufe Females are alike
precious Souls, form’d for GOD and Religion as much
as the Males ; but alfo becaufe the Care for the Souls
of Children in Families, and more efpecially in thofe of
low Degree, lies chiefly upon the Mothers for the firft
Jeven or eight Years: Which is an Obfervation or Re-
mark, which I had the Honour to make unto my dear
and honour'd ancient Friend Henry Newman Eiq; Se-
cretary to the Honourable and Reverend SociETY
for promoting Chriftian Knowledge ; which when he
had communicated to Tuewm, they put it into print,
and fent it to the Direcors of the 1764 Schools ; Gf I
have not mifcounted ) that {o a greater Proportion of
Girls might be taken into them to receive a religious
Education for the fake of their Pofterity, and therein
for the more efectual anfwering the very End of their
Charity-Schools*. By which Inflance I received the fol-
lowing Inflrudion * what an unknown and untho’t of

* See the printed Account of the Sociefy Anno 1738.
P. 26.
Good,
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Good, a Man may do by a fingle and occafional right
Tho't or Line ; it proving in the Cafe before me, as if T
had wrote 1764 Letters to the Dire&ors of fo many
Schools, for the Service of Pofferizv, and in favour of
JSemale Children : And what added 4 thonfandfold more
to the Virtue and Force of my Line, was the Approba-
tion of fo venerable @ Body of Gentlemen, and their Re-
commendation of it to the Obfervarion of the Overfeers
of their refpective Schools.

I have now only to add upon Mr, Sergeant’s Poft-
feript, —that the Gentlemen whom he has nam’d to
receive and difburfe the Moneys which may be given
for the building and fupport of his Boarding-School,
are Perfons of known Character among us for Integrity
and Honour ; to whom I only with may be added
the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams of Springfield ; whom
it pleafed GOD to ufe fo much as a zealous and labo-
rious Inflrument of the Settlement of the Gofpel at
Hoflatonnoc.

Now Thanks be to GOD for his Unfpeakable Gift,
a right /iberal Heart and Hand, in one Part of his
Church and another. No Tongue of Man can fully
Jpeak of it ! or enough celebrate it | Unfpeakable is
the Good done to the World by it ! unfpeakable is
the Glory redounding to the Name of CHRIST from
it! and alfo the Good to our felves in it and from
it is unfpeakable, both thro’ the Life that now is,
and in that which is to come! Only the Day of Curist
can reveal the Glories and Foys awaiting it thro’ a
blefled Eternity : “—LoRD, when Jaw we THEER
hungry and fed THEE? or thirfly and gave THEE Drink?
—Verily in as much as you did it unto oNE OF THE
LEAST OF THESE, y¢ have done it unto ME.

Benjamin Colman.
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